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 Week 
beginning 

Reading Skill 
Focus 

Reading Writing Grammar and Punctuation Spelling Handwriting 

1 22.02.21 
 

‘A Drop in the 
Ocean’ by 

Jacqui Bailey 

 

Vocabulary & 

Prediction 

 Which subject specific 
vocabulary do we need to know 
the meaning of? Can we make a    
glossary? 

Magazine Article on 
the Thames in 

London 
 

 Organise paragraphs around a theme 

 Direct and indirect speech – inverted commas 
 Reporting Clauses 

 RECAP on identifying verbs in a sentence 
 RECAP – vowels and consonants 

 Compound nouns 
 Statements, questions, commands and exclamations 

 Coordinating conjunctions - FANBOYS 
 

Homophones & Near 
Homophones 

 

Continuous cursive. 
 

Handwriting is linked 
to the practice of 
spelling words. 

 
Children practice 

writing two spelling 
words a day and then 

putting each word 
into a sentence to 
clarify meaning. . 

 
Handwriting targets in 

year 3:  
 

 I can write all 
of my lower-
case letters in 
the correct 
place and the 

 right way 
round. 

 I can write 
sensibly sized 
lower-case 
letters. 

 I can use 
diagonal and 
horizontal 
strokes. 

 I can join my 
handwriting 
legibly 

2 01.03.21 
 

‘A Drop in the 
Ocean’ by 

Jacqui Bailey 
 

Retrieval & Explain  Can we retrieve information 
from this book? 

3 08.03.21 
 

Return to school after Lockdown  
Baseline Assessments and Wellbeing Week 

4 15.03.21 
 

‘Swallows 
and Amazons’ 

by Arthur 
Ransome 

Retrieval & Inference  Retrieval questions based on the 
blurb of the book. 
Chapter 1 paragrapahs 1 and 2 – 
Roger and his mother and 
description of the farm at Holly 
Howe. Model/show 
What can we infer about the 
characters so far? 

Journal Writing 
write an imaginary 

journal documenting 
a voyage along the 

River Thames 

 Begin to group related ideas into paragraphs – writing in paragraphs. 
 Direct and indirect speech – inverted commas 

 Formal and informal writing  

 Coordinating conjunctions - FANBOYS 
 Adverbs and preposition 

 

Adding the prefix 
bi- (meaning ‘two’ 

or ‘twice’) and 
Adding the prefix 

re- (meaning 
‘again’ or back’) 

5 22.03.21 
 

‘Swallows 
and Amazons’ 

by Arthur 
Ransome 

Summarise & Explain Can you summarise what has 
happened so far? Using 
information inferred and retrieved 
to make exaplain key events in the 
novel at any given chapter. Model 
and show. 

 

Words ending in the /g/ 
sound spelt ‘gue’ and 

the /k/ sound spelt ‘que’ 

6 29.03.21 
 

‘Swallows 
and Amazons’ 

by Arthur 
Ransome 

Vocabulary & 

Retrieval 

                                 How do we work out the meaning 
of these words? Can we retrieve 
information from the text? 

Poetry 
Desriptive poetry 
and presentation 

 Descriptive verbs – ing 
 Expanded noun phrases 
 A or an for an article 
 Simile and metaphor 

 

Words with a /sh/ 
sound spelt with 

‘ch’ 


