
 

TVJ Newsletter 13/01/23 

Headteacher's Message 

 

Welcome back after the holidays. I hope that you all had a wonderful break and spent it with your 

family and friends. For those of you celebrating Christmas, I hope that you enjoyed this special time 

and the children enjoyed themselves. 

Just before we broke up, we had another mini-Christmas market. We sold some toys and clothing 

that we had as surplus from other charitable events we ran recently. I am pleased to say those stalls 

raised over £400 for the school and this will put to good use in buying resources for the children. 

After homework afterschool clubs began this week, next week see's this term's remaining afterschool 

clubs begin. If your child has been accepted onto a club please ensure that they attend as many of 



these clubs have children on the waiting list. Also, if you have been sent a payment request for clubs 

then ensure that these are also promptly paid. 

Following a very wet week, next week is also set to see the return of some cold weather. Please 

ensure that your children are coming into school well wrapped up, prepared for this change. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

1 - Mr Smith 

(Headteacher) 



Dates for your Diary 

 

Monday 16th January 

All Afterschool clubs start 

 

Tuesday 17th January 

Year 6 Parent Meeting RE: Danbury - 9:30 

 

Thursday 19th January 

Year 6 Parent Meeting RE: Danbury - 14:45 



 

 



Year 3 Information 

 

We hope everyone had an enjoyable break.  In Year 3 PSHE lesson this half term, we will be 

discussing our dreams and goals for the coming year and also the longer term future and how we can 

achieve them.  Our school value of perseverance has already been discussed as important when 

working towards a goal.  

In Maths, we are continuing to develop our understanding of multiplication and division.  We are 

learning different methods and strategies for multiplying one and two digit numbers.  

In Reading, we are practising the skills of prediction, retrieval and inference.  We are reading a book 

linked to our History topic called ‘Escape from Pompeii’ about two children’s dramatic escape from 

the volcanic eruption.    



In writing, we have reviewed the features of a narrative, including character and setting descriptions 

and descriptive language.   We will be moving on to writing diary entries recounting the volcanic 

eruption in Pompeii.  

Our Wider Curriculum Geography topic this half term is called ‘Rocks, Relics and Rumbles’  we will be 

learning about natural disasters such as volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis.  We will also practise 

the skills of reading a compass and a map.  

 



Year 4 Information 

 

We have enjoyed welcoming back all of the children after the winter break, and have loved hearing 

about what they have been up to! We have hit the ground running in Year 4 and have been really 

impressed with how well they have been working.  

Maths:  

This week in maths we have been continuing multiplication and division from autumn term. We have 

been cementing our learning on dividing and multiplying by 10 and 100.  

We have had lots of fun in our lesson using place value grid and base 10s to help our learning. We 

have been challenging our learning by solving word problems.  



Reading:  

This week in Reading, we started our new book, ‘1066, I was there, the Norman conquest’. The 

children have enjoyed getting to know the main characters in the book and have made some 

interesting predictions about where they think the story is heading. They have been using a range of 

Reading skills such as inference, predicting and summarising and have worked hard to find evidence 

in the text to support their answers and opinions.  

Writing:   

This week in writing we have been looking at persuasive letters. The children have been identifying 

what qualities it takes to be a good king and are writing letters to the kingdom to convince them to 

be the next king of the land.  The children have been learning how to structure a letter including the 

use of formal and persuasive language and have partaken in an interview where the rest of the class 

decided if they were ‘fit’ to be king.   

Wider Curriculum:  

The children were introduced to the new topic ‘1066’ with an enquiry question: ‘How did the political 

landscape change in 1066?’  During the first lesson, they learned what the chronology is and in 

groups, they were sorting the key events of 1066 on a timeline. Throughout the week, they listened to 

music linked to our topic: ’The Norman song’ and were considering different claimants to the English 

throne by pretending to be one of the candidate. Their role was to persuade the Witan (assembly of 

king’s leading advisors and nobles) that they were the best applicant. The children really enjoyed this 

hot seating activity.   



 



Year 5 Information 

 

We’ve started the new year with enthusiasm and renewed optimism.  Teachers have enjoyed hearing 

about what the pupils have been doing during the half-term break and we’re all ready for the spring 

term.   

Maths:  

This week, the pupils have been learning about 2-digit multiplication. We have been using unfix cubes 

and base 10 blocks to delve into their multiplication knowledge. Once the pupils had time to use 

concrete resources, we were able to apply this knowledge in formal written methods such as the 

column method.   



Reading:  

We have been practising inference skills with the text Tom’s Midnight Garden. Inference is one of the 

more challenging reading skills. To develop the skill, we have been looking at test-style questions and 

how to explain our inferences by using evidence from the text.   

Writing:   

This week, we have begun our new topic which is based on the Talk for Writing scheme of work. Our 

focus text is The Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars. We began the week by researching facts about 

nocturnal animals to immerse the pupils and then began to write descriptive passages about the 

habitat of foxes. The pupils used figurative language and their senses to write very evocative 

paragraphs.    

Wider Curriculum:  

As part of our science topic, we have been learning about growing up. This topic, which has links to 

our PSHE curriculum, is a very interesting unit of learning as the pupils learn about the changes which 

occur with growing up. The pupils learned a plethora of key scientific vocabulary which will place 

them in good stead for Y6 and beyond. The learning was enhanced by the adorable pictures of the 

pupils when they were younger.   

 



 



Year 6 Information 

 

In English this week we have been reading The Princess’ Blankets. In this thoughtful tale, a princess is 

cured from a terrible cold by one thing: love. Inspired by this well-crafted tale, we have been looking 

at descriptions of characters and settings with a view to writing our own stories in the coming weeks. 

Everyone has found this to be deeply enjoyable.  

  

In Wider Curriculum this week we have started our new topic called Frozen Kingdom. Pupils have 

been looking at the difference between the polar regions, investigating areas such as seasons, 

topography, wildlife and vegetation. In addition to this, pupils have looked at longitude and latitude 

and how the earth rotates on an axis thus impacting the seasons experienced in the polar regions.   



  

In Reading this week we have been practicing our VIPERS skills in preparation for our upcoming SATs 

tests. We are looking at the book Shackleton’s journey which documents the Antarctic expedition 

that Shackleton and his crew went on – surviving crossing the frozen heart of Antarctica.   

  

This week Year 6 have been looking at converting between different units of measurement and have 

utilised these skills in multi-step and real-life problems. In addition to this, pupils have developed 

their understanding as to how construct effective reasoning responses using APE.   

 



 

School Uniform Standards 

As part of our on-going drive to develop the school we would like to inform you of our next steps in 

regards to school uniform. 

The changes which we brought about the school uniform for September were slowly introduced in 

May 2022, for example the introduction of plain black shoes or trainers.  

Now that these expectations are now beginning to embed, we would now like to be in line with other 

primary schools. 

From January 2023 the following expectations will need to be in place: 

• No extreme hair cuts/ patterns. 

• No coloured hair 

• Hair accessories to be plain black, blue or white only, no patterns.  



 

Breakfast Club 

 



We operate a breakfast club every morning for all children. Children have the chance to come in early 

to ensure they are on time, chat with their friends and use school laptops to complete homework.  

Important information: 

• Breakfast clubs opens at 7:30am every day and children are welcome to attend anytime up 

until 8:20am.  

• A breakfast costs just 80p! Hot and cold food are available every day. 

• If you wish for your child you attend breakfast club then please book them in on parentmail. 

School Dinner Menu 

 



 

 

 



Safeguarding at Thames View Junior School 

 



 



 

 



 



Winter is officially here, and it is dark on the way to and from school now. Please remind your 

children to be vigilant when coming to and from school. Wearing bright colours or reflectors is a good 

idea to help the child be more visible to road users.   

 

Cold Weather 

 

Now that the weather has turned and it has become much colder, please ensure that you send your 

child into school everyday with a warm coat. You are more than welcome to send them in with a hat, 



scarf and gloves as well. Once they are in school they will put these items on their coat peg and will 

then be reminded to put them on at break time and lunch time. If your child comes to school in 

wellies or winter boots, they must change into their school shoes when in school.  

 

Packed Lunches 

 

Please do not send in any food that contains nuts, including peanut butter, Nutella or chocolate 

spread sandwiches. There are children in our school with severe nut allergies and use EpiPen's.  

Thank you 



 

 

We need your help! 

 



Outdoor play 

We are in need of resources for our outdoor play areas so our children can really get the most out of 

break and lunch times! If you are able to donate any of the following, please drop it off to the school 

office: 

• Old t-shirts, shirts or aprons that the children can wear when playing in the mud kitchen 

• Cushions, curtains, cloth 

• Dolls, prams 

In the community 

 



 

 



Star's of the Week 

 

Well done to all our amazing stars this week. Keep up all the hard work guys! 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: Harley-Jay 

Elm Class: Zayd 

Fir Class: Anas 

Year 4 

Pine Class: Manha 

Poplar Class: Ethen 

Willow Class: Shayaan 

Oak Class: Kenny, Jayden, Nathan and Ibrahim  



Year 5 

Chestnut Class: Darcee 

Maple Class: Greyson 

Mulberry Class: London 

Year 6 

Aspen Class: Hashmat 

Beech Class: Frankie 

Silver Birch Class: Salif 

 



 

Dojo King & Queen 

 

Here we celebrate the children who worked hard all week and gained the most dojos in their class. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Y3 Ash Class 

Dojo King: Harley-Jay 

Dojo Queen: Sairah 

Y3 Elm Class 



Dojo King: Sufyaan 

Dojo Queen: Gbemisola 

Y3 Fir Class 

Dojo King: Neev 

Dojo Queen: Samantha 

Dojo Queen: Frankie 

Y4 Pine Class 

Dojo King: Daniel 

Dojo Queen: Minaahil 

Y4 Poplar Class 

Dojo King: George 

Dojo Queen: Leila 

Y4 Willow Class 

Dojo King: David 

Dojo Queen: Sienna 

Y5 Chestnut Class 

Dojo King: Divine 

Dojo Queen: Aleena 

Y5 Maple Class 

Dojo King: Ramadan 

Dojo Queen: Ariana 

Y5 Mulberry Class 

Dojo King: Joel 

Dojo Queen: Fatma 

Y6 Aspen Class 

Dojo King: Ishaq 

Dojo Queen: Alyza 

Y6 Beech Class 

Dojo King: Ibrahim 

Dojo Queen: Natalia 

Y6 Silver Birch Class 



Dojo King: Michael 

Dojo Queen: Zara 

 

Maths Whizz Winners 

 

Well done to all our amazing children who completed the most progressions on Maths Whizz this 

week. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: Ilina 

Elm Class: Sadaf 

Fir Class: Samantha-Grace 

Year 4 

Pine Class: Jayden 

Poplar Class: Eshaal 

Willow Class: Christopher  



Year 5 

Chestnut Class: Amelia 

Maple Class: Mikayeel 

Mulberry Class: Fatma 

Year 6 

Aspen Class: Blessing 

Beech Class: Natalia 

Silver Birch Class: Gabriela 

Lexia Winners 

 

Well done to all our amazing children who completed the most units on Lexia this week. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: Ilina 

Elm Class: Emmanuel 

Fir Class: Zahra 

Year 4 

Pine Class: Amir 

Poplar Class: Olivia 

Willow Class: David 

Year 5 

Chestnut Class: Aleena 



Maple Class: Kainan 

Mulberry Class: Joel 

Year 6 

Aspen Class: Maeesha 

Beech Class: JJ 

Silver Birch Class: Scarlett  

Weekly Attendance 

 

(Click on the cards to reveal each classes attendance) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: 97.41% 

Elm Class: 94.83% 

Fir Class: 95.42% 

Year 4 

Pine Class: 91.07% 

Poplar Class: 94.23% 



Willow Class: 92.31% 

Year 5  

Chestnut Class: 95.54% 

Maple Class: 96.96% 

Mulberry Class: 98.28% 

Year 6  

Aspen Class: 96.43% 

Beech Class: 96.3% 

Silver Class: 96.55% 

Class Winners 

Best performing classes in Maths Whizz and Lexia. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each phases winners) 

Year 3 & 4 Maths Whizz 

1st: Willow Class 

2nd: Elm Class 

3rd: Fir Class 

Year 5 & 6 Maths Whizz 

1st:  Maple Class 

2nd:  Mulberry Class 

3rd: Aspen Class 

Year 3 & 4 Lexia 

1st: Elm Class 

2nd: Poplar Class 

3rd: Fir Class 

Year 5 & 6 Lexia 

1st: Mulberry Class 

2nd: Aspen Class 

3rd: Beech Class 



 

 

Contact Us 

 

Thames View Junior School 



Samuel Ferguson Place 

Bastable Avenue 

Barking, 

Essex 

IG11 OTR 

Telephone: 0204 511 9240 

Email:  office@thamesviewjunior.com 
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