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Headteacher's Message 

 

This week has felt a little odd. We had the first NEU strike day on Wednesday and this meant that the 

majority of children were not in school on this day. Those that were had a lovely time working 

together doing a range of activities including crafts and PE. 

This coming week is our final week of the half term. Spring 1 has been very short and is an unusual 

five-week half term. As a result, we have been busily trying to fill our days with as much as we can. 

During this final week, all the Year 3 and Year 5 classes will be going on trips. I hope that these prove 

to be valuable experiences and fantastic learning opportunities. This week also is when the national 



'Safer Internet Day' occurs. It is such an important issue as the internet can be a wonderful, but very 

dangerous place. Please look down below in this newsletter for more information on this event. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

1 - Mr Smith 

(Headteacher) 



Dates for your Diary 

 

Tuesday 7th February 

Internet Safety Day 

Year 3 RE Trip (Ash class and Elm class) 

 

Thursday 9th February 

Year 5 Science trip 

 

Friday 10th February 

End of Spring 1 

 

Monday 13th - Friday 17th February 



Spring half term break 

 

Tuesday 20th February 

Year 3 RE Trip (Fir class) 

 

Internet Safety Day 

 



Safer Internet Day (SID) is organised by Insafe in February of each year to promote safer and more 

responsible use of online technology and mobile phone. 

This year we will be taking part in Internet Safety Day in three ways... 

• Whole school assembly 

• Internet Safety Poster Competition detailing how to stay safe online (to be completed at 

home and submitted on Tuesday) 

• No tech or better with tech? (Family activity to be completed at home and discussed in school 

on Tuesday) 

 



 



Year 3 Information 

 

We’ve had a busy and enjoyable week in Year 3.  

This week in Maths we have started a new unit of work on length.  We have been measuring using 

millimetres, centimetres and metres.  We have learned how to convert units and also select the most 

appropriate unit for measuring an object.  We have practised using a ruler and drawing lines 

accurately.     

In Reading, we have been practising answering questions about the vocabulary in a text.  We have 

practised strategies for working out the meaning of unknown words in context.  



This week in Writing we have been writing a non-chronological report about the layers of the 

Earth.  We have been able to use our knowledge from Geography lessons in our writing to write 

detailed and informative reports using key vocabulary for this topic.  

In Wider Curriculum We have been learning about rocks and soils.  We described and compared 

igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks, including marble, granite, sandstone, slate and 

pumice.  We also learned about the features of clay, silty and sandy soils and looked at a sample of 

each one.  In Music we have been listening to and playing reggae music and in PSHE we have been 

designing a garden appropriate for someone with a challenge or disability.  

 



Year 4 Information 

 

Another busy but fun packed week in Year 4this week... 

This week in Maths, we have been delving deeper into our new topic, Length and Perimeter. We have 

been learning to understand how various distances can be measured using metres and kilometres. 

We have also learnt how to convert from one to the other. Finally, the pupils were introduced to 

measuring the perimeter of a rectangle. The children were brilliant across year 4 and are now ready 

to be challenged on their understanding next week.    

In Reading, we have started our new book, The Battle of Hastings’ this week and the children seem to 

be really enjoying it so far. The book ties in well with our topic, 1066, so the children are able to apply 

their knowledge across all subjects such as Writing, History and Geography. While reading this book, 

we will be focussing on strengthening retrieval, vocabulary and explanation skills.   



This week in Writing the children have been composing a diary entry from the perspective of children 

in 1066 they have been using emotive and descriptive language to describe how they feel and what 

they can see. The children have learnt how to use first person and how to up-level their work using 

adverbials for time and expanded noun phrases.  

At the beginning of this week, the children compared the pictures of different Norman castles, finding 

their similarities and differences. They imagined living in a castle. Knowing that the Anglo-Saxons 

were still infuriated about the defeat in 1066, they had to put a security plan in place to protect their 

castle. Later during the week, they studied the features of a Norman castle in detail and created a 

Norman castle fact file. Finally, using this knowledge, they assumed the role of an Anglo-Saxon 

warrior. In order to enact revenge on the Normans, the children were finding different ways to attack 

the highly secured castle and draw a detailed plan of offense.  

As per our message on Class Dojo, we are in need of cardboard and paper kitchen roll tubes for our 

Norman castles, so if you have any at home please send it in with your child next week.  

 



 



Year 5 Information 

 

In our penultimate week of the half-term, the learning is showing no signs of slowing down.    

What’s been happening in Year 5 this week:  

This week, we have started our new topic of fractions which have involved multiplying unit fractions 

and non-unit fractions with whole numbers. Pupils have been completing their maths flashbacks in 

the afternoon which is a revision of some of previous topics.  

Things to do at home: Practise converting improper fractions to mixed fractions  

Reading:  



For reading, we have been retrieving information from the text, defining words in context and writing 

explanations on how the author engages the reader in the text. During our library sessions, pupils 

were able to read aloud to their teacher and build on confidence and fluency when reading.   

Things to do at home: Listen to your child read aloud and ask them to find a synonym for a particular 

word.  

This week, started our next writing topic, which is based on Wonder Struck by Brian Selznick. This 

story is told in both pictures and words.  It is a heart-warming tale of two siblings from two different 

periods of time. For our Big Write, the pupils will be writing a letter and were looking at the features 

of informal letter writing and its differences to formal writing. The pupils explored new vocabulary 

and learnt how to build cohesion within their writing.  

Things to do at home: Practise handwriting   

As part of our science topic, we have been looking at collecting research and using the data to create 

bar charts. This week, the pupils took part in a scientific investigation to measure reaction speed. The 

focus of the investigation was to explore how reaction times change as we get older. The pupils 

tested their own reaction times as well their peers and even their class teachers.   

 



 



Year 6 Information 

 

Year 6 have completed another round of SATs practice papers. Well done to all the pupils have put in 

an immense effort. We are very pleased with the progress they have made and we look forward to 

next term when preparations for the 2023 paper will increase. Keep up the hard work!  

This week in Maths pupils have been introduced to vocabulary around algebra, delving into function 

machines and utilising their prior knowledge of inverse, multiplication and division. They completed 

their end of unit assessment for ratio and we were pleased with the progress that they have made!  

In Reading, pupils are reading Race to the Frozen North, focusing on retrieval and inference. Pupils 

are now confident in identifying the different types of reading domains, which is an essential skill to 

develop in the lead up to SATs.   



This week in Writing, we have recapped the story of Shackleton’s amazing journey across Antarctica. 

He braved many challenges along the way and it is these challenges which will inspire our next piece 

of writing: a diary entry.  

In Wider Curriculum, we have been discussing the pros and cons of tourism in Antartica. This has 

been an incredibly intriguing enquiry as we have further embedded understanding around the 

threats posed by climate change and how this can significantly impact the region.   

 



 

School Uniform Standards 

As part of our on-going drive to develop the school we would like to inform you of our next steps in 

regards to school uniform. 

The changes which we brought about the school uniform for September were slowly introduced in 

May 2022, for example the introduction of plain black shoes or trainers.  

Now that these expectations are now beginning to embed, we would now like to be in line with other 

primary schools. 

From January 2023 the following expectations will need to be in place: 

• No extreme hair cuts/ patterns. 

• No coloured hair 

• Hair accessories to be plain black, blue or white only, no patterns.  



 

Breakfast Club 

 



We operate a breakfast club every morning for all children. Children have the chance to come in early 

to ensure they are on time, chat with their friends and use school laptops to complete homework.  

Important information: 

• Breakfast clubs opens at 7:30am every day and children are welcome to attend anytime up 

until 8:20am.  

• A breakfast costs just 80p! Hot and cold food are available every day. 

• If you wish for your child you attend breakfast club then please book them in on parentmail. 

School Dinner Menu 

 



 

 



 

 



Safeguarding at Thames View Junior School 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Please remind your children to be vigilant when coming to and from school. Wearing bright colours 

or reflectors is a good idea to help the child be more visible to road users.   



 

Cold Weather 

 

Now that the weather has turned and it has become much colder, please ensure that you send your 

child into school everyday with a warm coat. You are more than welcome to send them in with a hat, 

scarf and gloves as well. Once they are in school they will put these items on their coat peg and will 

then be reminded to put them on at break time and lunch time. If your child comes to school in 

wellies or winter boots, they must change into their school shoes when in school.  



 

Packed Lunches 

 

Please do not send in any food that contains nuts, including peanut butter, Nutella or chocolate 

spread sandwiches. There are children in our school with severe nut allergies and use EpiPen's.  

Thank you 



 

 

We need your help! 

 



Outdoor play 

We are in need of resources for our outdoor play areas so our children can really get the most out of 

break and lunch times! If you are able to donate any of the following, please drop it off to the school 

office: 

• Old t-shirts, shirts or aprons that the children can wear when playing in the mud kitchen 

• Cushions, curtains, cloth 

• Dolls, prams 

• Lego 

• Board games 

 

 



In the community 

 

Cost of living crisis 

Many people up and down the country are really struggling, and the situation in Barking and 

Dagenham is no different. Times are tough right now, so the Council and community partners are 

working together to support residents. From help with sorting finances and making sure people have 

access to the right benefits, emergency money, and low-cost loans, to linking residents with local 

food banks and mental health support - there’s lots of help available. 

https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-

12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20ALL%20V3.pdf 

https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20ALL%20V3.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20ALL%20V3.pdf


 

 



 

Star's of the Week 

 



Well done to all our amazing stars this week. Keep up all the hard work guys! 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: Swabir 

Elm Class: Rizwan 

Fir Class: Nawaz 

Year 4 

Pine Class: Samuel 

Poplar Class: Iqra 

Willow Class: Punithan 

Year 5 

Chestnut Class: Erina 

Maple Class: Alannah 

Mulberry Class: Tristan 

Year 6 

Aspen Class: Carolina 

Beech Class: Jayden 

Silver Birch Class: Sa'eed 



 

 



Dojo King & Queen 

 

Here we celebrate the children who worked hard all week and gained the most dojos in their class. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Y3 Ash Class 

Dojo King: Osama 

Dojo Queen: Hajrah 

Y3 Elm Class 

Dojo King: Osagie 

Dojo Queen: Emia 

Y3 Fir Class 

Dojo King: Safwan 

Dojo Queen: Aminah 

Y4 Pine Class 

Dojo King: Amir 

Dojo Queen: Elda 

Y4 Poplar Class 

Dojo King: George 

Dojo Queen: Saara 



Y4 Willow Class 

Dojo King: Christopher 

Dojo Queen: Fatma 

Y5 Chestnut Class 

Dojo King: Rayyan G 

Dojo Queen: Amelia 

Y5 Maple Class 

Dojo King: Mikayeel  

Dojo Queen: Beau-Louise  

Y5 Mulberry Class 

Dojo King: Joel 

Dojo Queen: Deborah B 

Y6 Aspen Class 

Dojo King: Ishaq 

Dojo Queen: Maeesha 

Y6 Beech Class 

Dojo King: Yisrael 

Dojo Queen: Mutahara 

Y6 Silver Birch Class 

Dojo King: Seun 

Dojo Queen: Gabriela 

 



Maths Whizz Winners 

 

Well done to all our amazing children who completed the most progressions on Maths Whizz this 

week. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: Anaya 

Elm Class: Emmanuel 

Fir Class: Nawaz 

Year 4 

Pine Class: Amaan 

Poplar Class: Olivia 

Willow Class: Christopher 

Year 5 

Chestnut Class: Amelia 

Maple Class: Mikayeel 

Mulberry Class: Deborah 

Year 6 

Aspen Class: Hamza 

Beech Class: Yisrael 

Silver Birch Class: Gabriela 



Lexia Winners 

 

Well done to all our amazing children who completed the most units on Lexia this week. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each year group's winners) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: Ilina 

Elm Class: Emmanuel 

Fir Class: Frankie 

Year 4 

Pine Class: Lulu 

Poplar Class: Tafhim 

Willow Class: Punithan 

Year 5 

Chestnut Class: Amelia 

Maple Class: Alannah 

Mulberry Class: Deborah B 

Year 6 

Aspen Class: Matthew 

Beech Class: Daniel 

Silver Birch Class: Oluwuseun 



Weekly Attendance 

 

(Click on the cards to reveal each classes attendance) 

Year 3 

Ash Class: 94.96% 

Elm Class: 99.16% 

Fir Class: 93.75% 

Year 4 

Pine Class: 96.05% 

Poplar Class: 96.23% 

Willow Class: 93.64% 

Year 5  

Chestnut Class: 95.13% 

Maple Class: 95.87% 

Mulberry Class: 97.46% 

Year 6  

Aspen Class: 93.42% 



Beech Class: 95.24% 

Silver Class: 94.02% 

Class Winners 

Best performing classes in Maths Whizz and Lexia. 

(Click on the cards to reveal each phases winners) 

Year 3 & 4 Maths Whizz 

1st: Willow Class  

2nd: Pine Class 

3rd: Ash Class 

Year 5 & 6 Maths Whizz 

1st:  Maple Class 

2nd: Silver Birch Class 

3rd: Chestnut Class 

Year 3 & 4 Lexia 

1st: Willow Class 

2nd: Pine Class 

3rd: Poplar Class 

Year 5 & 6 Lexia 

1st: Maple Class 

2nd: Mulberry Class 

3rd: Aspen Class 



 

 

Contact Us 

 

Thames View Junior School 



Samuel Ferguson Place 

Bastable Avenue 

Barking, 

Essex 

IG11 OTR 

Telephone: 0204 511 9240 

Email:  office@thamesviewjunior.com 
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